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Earliest priority date 2008-04-14 · compiled 2026-10-11

References the examiner cited 5
References the applicant filed 125

Examiner share of the art of record 4%

Distinct references of record 130
Foreign family equivalents 565
Total documents already known 704

What this shows
The examiner cited 5 of the 130 references of record; the other 125 came in through the applicant's own disclosure
statements. That is not a criticism of the examiner — it is how examination works under time pressure — but it means this
patent was tested mainly against art its owner selected, and applicants disclose art they have already distinguished.

The 565 family equivalents are those same disclosures filed in other jurisdictions. They do not appear on the face of the
patent, but under the Advanced Bionics framework the Board may decline to institute where the art is "substantially the
same" as what the Office already considered (35 U.S.C. § 325(d)) — so these are the documents least worth building a
challenge on.
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What a full search adds

It starts by excluding all 704 documents above. Art the Office has already seen is the
art least worth finding again.
Classification-anchored, not keyword. Searching the way the Patent Office searches, by
classification first.
Japanese, Korean and Chinese literature through the EPO worldwide collection, plus
non-patent literature — often where the closest mechanical and electronics art sits, and
invisible to a US-only search.
An element-by-element claim chart with verbatim pinpoint citations, in the form
invalidity contentions and a petition claim chart require.
An honest negative if that is the answer. If nothing strong turns up, the report says so
and shows what was searched.

$899 — focused: one patent, its independent claims.
$1,500 — full: all asserted claims, including dependents.
Fixed fee, quoted before any work starts. Five business days focused, ten full.
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Sources for the preceding pages: the references of record for this patent, expanded to the DOCDB family of each. These are
counts, not conclusions — what they imply is counsel's call.
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